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BRECKLAND COUNCIL

At a Meeting of the

LICENSING HEARING PANEL

Held on Friday, 9 November 2018 at 1.30 pm in
The Norfolk Room, The Conference Suite, Elizabeth House, Walpole Loke, Dereham

PRESENT
Councillor M. Chapman-Allen 
(Chairman)
Mr K. Martin

Mr K.S. Gilbert
Mr F.J. Sharpe (Substitute Member)

In Attendance
Sarah Wolstenholme-Smy - Legal Services Manager (Deputy Monitoring 

Officer BDC)
Tiffany Bentley - Licensing Officer
Julie Britton - Democratic Services Officer
Jack Fulham - Legal Graduate
Lisa Turner - Assistant Licensing Officer
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61/18 APOLOGIES (AGENDA ITEM 1) 

None.

62/18 DECLARATION OF INTEREST (AGENDA ITEM 2) 

None declared.

63/18 PROCEDURES (AGENDA ITEM 3) 

The procedures were explained. 

The substitute member remained in the room but did not take part in 
discussion.

64/18 EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC (AGENDA ITEM 4) 

RESOLVED  that the under Section 100(A)(4) of the Local Government 
Act 1972, the press and the public be excluded from the meeting for the 
following item of business on the grounds that it involves the likely 
disclosure of exempt information as defined in paragraphs 1 and 2 of 
Schedule 12A to the Act.

65/18 CONSIDERATION OF SUSPENSION OR REVOCATION OF A 
HACKNEY CARRIAGE/PRIVATE HIRE DRIVERS LICENCE (AGENDA 
ITEM 5) 

The Licensing Hearing Panel heard the application in accordance with the 
Council’s agreed procedure.
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The Hearing took place in the presence of the Licence Holder, a 
Licensing Officer an Assistant Licensing Officer and a graduate working 
for the Council’s Legal Team.

The Licensing Officer presented the report which was to determine the 
consideration of suspension or revocation of a Hackney Carriage/Private 
Hire Drivers licence in accordance with the Local Government 
(Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 after the licence holder accrued 6 
penalty points on their licence within a 12 month period.

The Licence Holder had failed to notify the Licensing Team within the 
required time period on both occasions.

Members were informed of an amendment to the report.  The Licence 
Holder had held a Breckland Council Hackney Carriage/Private Hire 
Drivers licence since 20/11/2002 and not 01/12/2008.  A supplementary 
agenda had been issued showing this correction.  

The Licence Holder was asked to explain the circumstances of why he 
had not notified the Licensing Authority within the required time period. 
The Licence Holder apologised as it was an omission and an oversight on 
his behalf. He had notified the Council by way of a letter on the return of 
his medical report; however, the letter was dated 28 September 2018, 
nearly 3 months after first offence had been committed. Again, the 
Council was not notified until 24 October 2018 following the second 
offence committed on 26 September 2018.  The Licensing Holder was 
fully aware of the conditions listed in the Breckland Council Hackney 
Carriage and Private Hire Licensing Procedures and apologised once 
more.   Failing to notify the Council, did not, in his opinion, constitute him 
being a risk to the public and assured Members that he was a fit and 
proper person to hold a hackney carriage drivers licence.

Following a number of questions to clarify the circumstances and having 
heard all the evidence the Licence Holder and the Licensing Officers 
withdrew from the meeting to allow Members to consider their options.

After considering the matter the Panel recalled the Licence Holder, 
Licensing Officer and Assistant Licensing Officer to the Hearing.

The Chairman advised the License Holder that the Panel had taken into 
account all of the information presented and in particular the Local 
Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976, the Town and Police 
Clauses Act 1847 and the guidance on determining the suitability of 
applicants and licences in the Hackney Carriage & Private Hire Trades as 
issued by the Institute of Licensing in April 2018 which although had not 
yet been formally adopted by Breckland Council was still appropriate to 
be taken into account.

The Panel also took into account the fact that the licence holder had held 
a taxi licence since November 2002, and that 2 driving offences had been 
committed in close proximity to each other - travelling at a speed of 
37mph in a 30mph speed limit, of which the Panel took very seriously.  
Additionally, the licence holder failed to notify the Licensing Team of both 
offences within the 7 day time period, despite being reminded of that 
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obligation following the first offence.  The fact that the licence holder 
apologised was also taken into account.

Notwithstanding all of the aforementioned facts and the fact that no fare 
paying passengers were on board the vehicle on either occasion; 
therefore, public safety had not been put at risk, it was:

RESOLVED that a 21 day suspension be imposed to begin on the expiry 
date of which the licence holder had the right to appeal.

The appeal process was explained.

The Chairman advised the License Holder that the Panel had taken into 
account the circumstances put forward; however, these omissions had 
been looked upon as a breach of condition.  She pointed out that the 
Panel would take a very dim view of any future convictions but had been 
lenient on this occasion.  The licence holder was asked to read and take 
note of the guidance as set out in the Institute of Licensing, where it 
stated that if an applicant had more than 7 or more points on their DVLA 
licence for minor traffic or similar offences a licence would not be granted 
until at least 5 years had elapsed since the completion of any sentence 
imposed.  

The Chairman reminded the licence holder to take extra care when 
driving as any further penalty points could lead to disqualification.

The meeting closed at 2.15 pm

CHAIRMAN


